
TRAVIS COUNTY

‘A life and death matter’: Texas counties, cities sound
off on electric market changes

AUSTIN (KXAN) — Travis County is joining the cities of Dallas, El Paso, Houston,

Lewisville, Mesquite and Plano, submitting ideas on what changes their leaders

want to see with the Texas electric market and power grid.

The state’s Public Utility Commission is considering changes to the wholesale

electric market design, and stakeholders have a chance to submit input on Dec.
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10. These municipal governments have opted to offer a “collective comment” with

their requests.

On Tuesday, Travis County commissioners approved a measure to sign onto the

document, which outlines the five recommendations from these municipalities.

!"Increase the use of energy efficiency and demand response programs

!"Value and encourage a diversified resource base to provide a variety of grid

benefits and services

!"Minimize the severity and disproportionate impacts of power outages on

different customer types

!"Consider expanding Texans’ access to reliable electricity by connecting with

adjacent grids

!"Ensure there is a robust and inclusive market redesign stakeholder engagement

process

“As local governments, the undersigned are also frontline responders and critical

actors in crisis prevention and management,” the document reads. “During Winter

Storm Uri, we experienced firsthand the far-reaching impacts of energy loss. These

went beyond enormous customer bills; the untenable living situations caused our

communities great physical suffering and emotional harm.”

Most of the conversation in the aftermath of the storm has focused on winterizing

Texas power generators and plants. Commissioner Brigid Shea of Precinct 2, who

brought the measure to the court, told KXAN it is critical to keep the PUC and

ERCOT accountable for the electric market, as well.

“This is the kind of thing that the Public Utility Commission needs to give very

clear guidance and pass rules on,” she said. “You, the PUC, are the regulator. You

need to use your regulatory power.”

MOST READ: Austin resident wins $1 million from scratch ticket →
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She cited a report from the Travis County Medical Examiner which indicated as

many as 94 people in the county may have died in the aftermath of the storm.

“I think that is an outrage. People – many people – died because of this. So, this

isn’t just a, ‘Oh it would be nice to have a better power grid and have it be more

effective. No, this is a life and death matter,” she said.

The document outlining the suggested plan from the local municipalities

emphasizes the importance of prioritizing equity for all Texans as changes are

made.

“The Commission could explicitly include traditionally underrepresented

communities, mandate program or rate directives that both ensure equal access to

affordable and reliable energy services and reduce the disparity of energy burden

across all residents and communities, ensure equitable economic and environmental

impacts of any market changes, and more,” it reads.

“It falls the hardest on the poorest, most marginalized, the communities of color

in our towns and our counties,” Shea said.

Energy eMciency and demand response programs

In the draft of the plan, the local municipalities said expanding existing energy

efficiency programs and demand response programs was an immediate way to

improve reliability of the grid. They cite a study from October 2021 study by the

American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy which asserted these

programs, under statewide direction over five years, could offset considerable

portions of the summer and winter load.

They also pointed to benefits for Texans “on a day-to-day basis by lowering

MOST READ: Grackle hordes invade Austin grocery stores; why this
species is more than meets the eye →
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customer energy bills.” They asked the PUC to conduct an exploratory study, to

consider creating new programs such as these.

“Both new and existing programs should place an emphasis on home insulation,

smart thermostats, and home heating and cooling to reduce both energy use and

peak loads and improve the preparedness of residential homes for extreme weather

or other crisis conditions,” the document reads.

DiversiRed resource base

The municipalities urged the PUC to design a market that permits all generation,

storage, and distributed energy resources — like residential solar — equal access

to the grid. They said this would boost reliability.

The document states, “We also encourage the Commission to establish policies that

allow residential customers to see and respond to real-time electric prices and

requests for demand flexibility to enable them to make well-informed decisions…”

Disproportionate impacts of outages

They also requested the PUC take steps to ensure outages do not

disproportionately impact certain types of customers, particularly vulnerable

populations.

For instance, they suggested modifying the current distribution circuit designs,

for more granular outage management. They said circuits could instead be

divided into small sections, with critical facilities on their own or with just few

MOST READ: Up to 60 cats found at Round Rock home, crews work to
remove them →

MOST READ: More than 100 insurance companies sue ERCOT, power
generators over winter storm losses →
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customers, enabling them to rotate what power they have more evenly amongst

customers.

Consider connecting with adjacent grids

The document then acknowledges that Texas’s electricity market has “historically

been able to effectively serve its residents on its own.” Still, the draft plan suggests

trying to use energy resources from adjacent markets and other regional power

grids, especially in a time of crisis.

“A study conducted by Americans for a Clean Energy Grid in the wake of Winter

Storm Uri found that each additional gigawatt (GW) of transmission ties between

ERCOT and the Southeastern U.S. could have saved nearly $1 billion, while keeping

the heat on for hundreds of thousands of Texans,” the document explains.

Inclusive stakeholder engagement process

The draft plan repeatedly emphasizes the need for equity and inclusion, as the

market redesign process plays out.

As their final suggestion to the PUC, they suggest suggest the PUC provide more

education, active engagement and clear communication for how they plan to

work with their stakeholders, including local governments, moving forward.

The local governments plan to submit all of these comments to the PUC at the next

engagement opportunity on Friday, December 10, 2021. To read more about the

comments, click here. To read the comments in-full, click here.

Copyright 2022 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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by Will DuPree / Jan 5, 2022

Read the Full Article 

UT Austin resumes COVID-19 wastewater testing
by Grace Reader / Jan 5, 2022

AUSTIN (KXAN) — Medical experts urge people to get the COVID-19 vaccine and a
booster shot to best protect themselves against the more easily spread omicron
variant, but they also stress the importance of wearing the right mask during this
latest surge.

A simple cloth mask — no matter how cute the fabric is — will not cut it anymore,
according to Dr. Erica Swegler of Austin. However, the family physician with
Village Medical said a cloth mask with a filter added into it would be better if
there are no other options available to someone.

AUSTIN (KXAN) — Researchers at the University of Texas Cockrell School of
Engineering are again testing wastewater samples in Austin for COVID-19 after a
lack of funding put the operation on hold in the fall.

UT leadership recently shuffled funding to the program, which will allow
researchers to both monitor viral loads in wastewater and sequence test for
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Read the Full Article 

Man dies after stabbing in Cedar Park
by Jaclyn Ramkissoon / Jan 5, 2022

Read the Full Article 

TOP STORIES

variants. While researchers haven't stopped collecting wastewater samples, those
samples were not being tested for months.

CEDAR PARK, Texas (KXAN) — A 36-year-old man died after being stabbed
Tuesday night in Cedar Park.

The Cedar Park Police Department said officers responded to a call near Bagdad
Road and Brashear Lane around 11:30 p.m. When they got there, they found
Stephen McCoy hurt with a possible stab wound. Police said EMS took him to a
hospital, where he died from his injury.
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Big 12 postpones Texas Women’s game against
Baylor

Next few weeks 'very telling' in TX staMng needs

Texas father shot to death at Chuck E. Cheese Dozens of cats removed from Round Rock home

San Marcos police search for suspect in hit-and-run Beautiful weather continues even with strong cold
front blowing in tonight

Study Rnds Southern Ocean of vital importance United Way Austin & Williamson County merge
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How COVID-19 could change higher education Arbitrator Rnds Austin's OMce of Police Oversight
overstepped

Austin resident wins $1 million from scratch ticket Public Domain Day: Winnie-the-Pooh becomes
available
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Grackle hordes invade Austin grocery stores Vandals damage ancient rock art at Big Bend

Some AISD parents worried about classroom return Topo Chico launches its version of ranch water, hits
stores during ‘Dry January’
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AUSTIN WEATHER

Current

72°

Sunny

Tonight

40°

Clear
Precip: 0%

Tomorrow

58°

Mostly Sunny
Precip: 0%
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