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House committee moves
RGGI bill closer to full
vote

Energy

The Bruce Mansfield

coal-fired power plant

as seen on May 30,

2018. The coal-fired

power plants in

Pennsylvania that have

remained after the

Mansfield plant's

closing will be under

increasing pressure if

Pennsylvania joins the

carbon trading

program RGGI.
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Legisltion

tht would

llow the

Generl

Assembly to
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vote to keep

Pennsylvni

out o the

Regionl

Greenhouse

Gs Inititive

ws pproved

Tuesdy

morning by

the House

Environmentl

Resources nd

Energy

Committee. It

now moves to

the ull House,

where 

similr bill

pssed there

nd the Sente

beore being

vetoed by Gov.

Wol lst yer.

The vote on

House Bill 637

ws 17-8, with

ll o the

committee’s

Republicns

nd two

Democrts,

stte Rep. Pm

Snyder,

D�Greene

County, nd

stte Rep.

Mnuel

Guzmn,

D�Berks

Protection
Company

Pam Snyder
Person

More
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County, voting

in vor. The

other

Democrts

opposed it.

It’s the ltest

bttle in the

wr over RGGI,

 crbon

trding

progrm tht

northestern

sttes hve

joined tht is

designed to

limit crbon

dioxide

pollution rom

ossil-uel-

�red power

plnts.

Advoctes or

the col

industry, both

mines nd the

power plnts

tht re

minly in

western

Pennsylvni,

sy tht

joining RGGI

will drive

them out o

business.

They’re joined

in the e�ort by

the GOP-led

Generl
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Assembly s

well s mny

Pennsylvni

lbor unions

whose

members work

in or with the

col industry.

But RGGI’s

supporters,

long with

Gov. Tom

Wol, sy

Pennsylvni

needs to do

more to move

into the

energy uture

nd tht the

proceeds rom

the crbon-

trding

uctions will

go to help

energy

e�ciency nd

communities

hurt by col-

relted

closures.

Wol nd the

Pennsylvni

Deprtment o

Environmentl

Protection re

iming to join

RGGI in 2022,

nd  big vote

by the
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Environmentl

Qulity Bord

to pprove the

drt

regultions

uthorizing

the workings

o RGGI will

likely occur in

the ll. HB

637 would

require the

DEP to hold

our public

herings ll

over

Pennsylvni

on RGGI nd

then orce

legisltive

ction to

pprove txes

or ees on

crbon

emissions. Its

prime sponsor

Rep. Jmes

Struzzi,

R�Indin

County, told

the committee

beore the

vote tht the

Generl

Assembly nd

by extension

Pennsylvni

residents,

hve been
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circumvented

rom hving 

sy in whether

Pennsylvni

should join

RGGI.

“Simply, it’s

been rubber

stmped,”

Struzzi sid.

“To me, tht’s

uncceptble.”

He ws joined

by Chir Dryl

Metcle,

R�Butler

County, who

sid no other

stte hd

joined RGGI

without the

pprovl o

the

Legislture.

Struzzi sid

neither Wol

nor the DEP

secretry hd

been to

Indin

County to

explin the

pln to help

the region i

the two col-

�red power

plnts in his

district shut
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down.

Another

lwmker,

Snyder, hs

lrge col

mines in her

district o

Greene County

nd she

remembers

wht it ws

like when

FirstEnergy

shut down its

col-�red

plnt there lst

decde.

“I know the

devsttion

tht cused to

the people, my

neighbors, my

riends,”

Snyder, 

Democrt,

sid. “Let me

be cler: I cre

deeply bout

the

environment,

contrry to

wht some

people my

believe. But I

lso cre bout

the

socioeconomic

environmentSnyder sid the
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o my district.”Greene County

col mines

serve to bolster

Americn

energy

independence.

“We need

everything in

this

commonwelth

nd in this

country to be

energy

independent,”

Snyder sid.

“We need solr.

We need wind

We need

nucler. We

need gs nd,

whether you

believe it or

not, we need

col. When you

hve n energy

emergency,

you’re going to

wish you hd

col, becuse

tht’s the uel

tht cn rmp

up nd rmp

down

immeditely.”

But other

Democrts on

the committee

pushed bck on
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Struzzi’s

contention tht

there hdn’t

been enough

public

comment nd

criticized the

reson or the

bill.

“This bill hs

one intent in

my view, nd

tht is to kill

RGGI, to block

RGGI,” sid

Democrtic

Chir Greg

Vitli,

D�Delwre

County. “And

it’s lso their

opinion we

need to ct

quickly nd

delibertely to

ddress it.”

RGGI “will sve

jobs nd will

crete jobs,”

Vitli sid. He

noted tht the

Bever Vlley

Nucler

Sttion, owned

by Energy

Hrbor,

remined open

in the ce o 
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thretened

closure

becuse o the

prospect o

RGGI’s ocus

on clen

energy

genertion.

Stte Rep.

Dinne Herrin,

D�Chester

County, sid

RGGI wsn’t

killing the col

industry.

“The min

driver behind

the loss o col

jobs is nturl

gs,” Herrin

sid. “Nturl

gs is

incredibly

chep becuse

there is such 

surplus nd it

is by r the

lrgest build (o

power plnts)

t the utility

level.”

Stte Rep. Tim

O’Nel,

D�Wshington

County, nd

stte Rep. Josh

Kil, R�Bever
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County, sid

jobs would be

lost in western

Pennsylvni

without ny

ttendnt drop

in ir pollution

becuse the

ossil uel

genertion

would just be

picked up by

Ohio nd West

Virgini. Kil

sid the stte

shouldn’t pick

winners nd

losers in n

industry, nd

doubted

western

Pennsylvni

wouldn’t

bene�t

economiclly

rom RGGI.
“The bottom

line is tht

wht people

re relly

tlking bout

re jobs being

creted

somewhere

else, jobs

probbly in

nother

country,” Kil

sid. “They

re not going

to be jobs in
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my district,

they re not

going to be

jobs in

western

Pennsylvni,

they re not

going to be

jobs in Rep.

Struzzi’s

district.”
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