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Here’s Why Your Company Should Seek LEED
Certi�cation
LEED certi�cation can distinguish your company as environmentally
friendly, and save money at the same time.
 May 24, 2017  Jonathan Blackwood (h�ps://mytechdecisions.com/author/jonathan-blackwood/)

A topic of discussion that has become increasingly prevalent in the corporate market, as well as
with the public in general, is finding ways to reduce our impact on the environment. This
means reducing energy consump�on, reducing the nega�ve effects of our processes on the
world around us, improving emissions, recycling materials, monitoring use of gas and oil, and
improving the quality of the world in general (or reducing the amount of harm that we are
doing). Essen�ally, this means reaching LEED cer�fica�on.

The reasons for monitoring our environmental impact are plenty, and have been discussed in
countless publica�ons, documentaries, and speeches. The prevailing thought is that the world
will not be able to survive, and we will not be able to survive on it, if we con�nue the same
processes that have adversely affected the globe. Es�mates of how long we can con�nue vary,
but generally it is agreed that something has to be done sooner rather than later. The

reasoning is sound, but may not be enough to convince companies to spend money
implemen�ng the technology they would need to meet the lo�y goals of saving the
environment.
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However, there are prac�cal reasons that directly affect a company’s bo�om line that o�en
aren’t considered in these discussions. Reducing energy consump�on saves money in u�lity
costs. The use of ambient light and �med ligh�ng units saves money. The same can be said for
automated HVAC control systems that only heat or cool a building during hours when
employees are around to need the temperature adjusted.  The same goes for sewage; having
an efficient system saves on water consump�on, which saves on water costs, a win-win for the
environment and the company.

The Critical Components of Complete,
Conferencing Solutions

(https://mytechdecisions.com/downloads/the-
critical-components-of-complete-conferencing-
solutions/?utm_source=TD_KM&utm_medium=In-
Content&utm_campaign=AudinateAudio_WP)
We o�en hear that conferencing is cri�cal to our working needs. It allows users to connect
with customers and co-workers remotely giving them greater flexibility and reduces travel.
When these types of environments are not set up for success, this creates a situa�on
where you are sending your team to the mee�ng rooms everyday audio fixing the issues at
hand.Your solu�on is Audio-over-IP. This type of technology is used to distribute real-�me,
�ghtly synchronized uncompressed audio to devices, replacing earlier analog and digital

transports. Learn how you can harness the power of Audio-over-IP to create be�er
conferencing environments for your colleagues and less headaches for you and your team.
Download this free resource today! (h�ps://mytechdecisions.com/downloads/the-cri�cal-
components of complete conferencing solu�ons/?
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No�ng that many companies need an incen�ve in order to be proac�ve about their
environmental effects, the United States Green Building Council (USGBC
(h�p://www.usgbc.org/leed)) has created their Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design
(LEED) cer�fica�on. LEED is a green building cer�fica�on program that recognizes best-in-
class building strategies and prac�ces. To receive cer�fica�on, building projects sa�sfy
prerequisites and earn points to achieve different levels of cer�fica�on.

Why Go Green?
“LEED buildings are not only good for the planet, they are also good for a company’s bo�om
line and the health of its employees,” says Marisa Long, Communica�ons Director for the
USGBC, through e-mail. “LEED buildings have demonstrated tremendous cost savings in
energy over �me, and employees working in LEED buildings are proven to be healthier over
�me, which translates into a more produc�ve and posi�ve workforce. Public percep�on is also
significantly improved for companies that seek out LEED cer�fica�on, as consumers tend to
view corpora�ons that take real responsibility for our shared planet in more posi�ve terms.”

The top reasons for building green are client demand and market demand. According to a 2012
McGraw Hill study, between 2008 and 2012, there was drama�c growth in the percentage of
firms that built green to achieve lower opera�ng costs (increased to 30 percent from 17
percent) and gain a branding/public rela�ons advantage (increased to 30 percent from 22
percent).

RELATED: HOW GREEN DESIGN IMPACTS CORPORATE APPLICATIONS
(HTTPS://TECHDECISIONS.CO/COMPLIANCE/GREEN-DESIGN-IMPACTS-CORPORATE-APPLICATIONS/)
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LEED cer�fica�on also saves money. The cost per square foot for buildings seeking LEED
cer�fica�on falls into the exis�ng range of costs for buildings not seeking LEED cer�fica�on
and LEED buildings save money on opera�ng costs and ROI. Benchmarking energy and water
use is a cri�cal tac�c that is saving companies millions of dollars, year over year, simply by
reducing costs through saved energy, water and other resources.

“The green building best prac�ces are migra�ng towards becoming law and all US government
buildings are mandated LEED gold minimum,” says Jamie Finnegan of Almo Pro A/V That
standardiza�on and those mandates are expanding almost by the month in terms of the
footprint of these mandates across the country.”

In addi�on, reducing energy consump�on has gone from being a “good idea” to a business
necessity. It’s not just that energy conserva�on has a posi�ve lifecycle cost impact, but also
that it offers a direct reduc�on in an organiza�on’s “carbon footprint.” A number of studies
have shown that energy conserva�on not only offers a posi�ve “life-cycle-cost” investment,
but that it’s the most cost-effec�ve way to lower society’s carbon dioxide output.

How Do We Get Started?
LEED cer�fica�on falls into five categories. Building design and construc�on applies to building
that are being newly constructed or going through major renova�ons.  Interior design and
construc�on applies to projects that are a complete interior fit-out. Building opera�ons and
management applies to exis�ng buildings that are undergoing improvement work or li�le to no
construc�on. Neighborhood development applies to new land development projects or
redevelopment projects containing residen�al uses, nonresiden�al uses, or a mix. Projects can
be at any stage of the development process, from conceptual planning to construc�on. Finally,
homes applies to residen�al applica�ons.

To get started you need to register your projec�on with the USGBC. Once you submit your
registra�on form and payment, your project will be available in LEED Online, where you’ll have
access to a variety of tools and resources necessary to apply for cer�fica�on. Prepare your
applica�on by iden�fying specific LEED credits to pursue collec�ng informa�on and preparing
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applica�on by iden�fying specific LEED credits to pursue, collec�ng informa�on, and preparing
documenta�on to include with your applica�on. Once you submit your applica�on, your
design and/or construc�on will be reviewed and awarded points based on the USGBC
cer�fica�on guide (h�p://www.usgbc.org/cert-guide).

Points are given based on credit categories. Within each of the credit categories, there are
specific prerequisites projects must sa�sfy and a variety of credits projects can pursue to earn
points. The number of points the project earns determines its level of LEED cer�fica�on. 40-
49 points earns a Cer�fied status, 50-59 earns Silver, 60-79 earns Gold, and 80 points or more
will earn your project a Pla�num cer�fica�on.

In addi�on, the USGBC offers exams for different creden�als to dis�nguish individuals that are
apt in the field to help work toward LEED cer�fica�on. Look for help from LEED Green
Associates and LEED AP specialists. They have been cer�fied to help you reach cer�fica�on.
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Comments

Rich L. (http://www.acrepairslasvegas.com/) says

(h�ps://mytechdecisions.com/author/jonathan-blackwood/)

Jonathan Blackwood (https://mytechdecisions.com/author/jonathan-blackwood/)
Jonathan Blackwood is the Editor-in-Chief of TechDecisions. Jonathan joined TechDecisions in 2014 and writes about
technologies that help to innovate and improve practices for companies of all sizes, K-12 and higher education, government,
healthcare, hospitality, retail and large venue spaces. He is especially interested in the future of work and education and the
Internet of Things. Follow him @BlackwoodTweets (https://twitter.com/BlackwoodTweets).
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November 14, 2017 at 10:14 pm (https://mytechdecisions.com/facility/why-company-seek-

leed-certi�cation/#comment-7693)

Great initiative and informative article. As the owner of an HVAC company here in Las Vegas,

NV we need to spread the word on the opportunities that are available go green in every

industry.

Reply

Jaque Christo (http://www.thomas-tic.com.au/Services) says

December 18, 2017 at 9:35 am (https://mytechdecisions.com/facility/why-company-seek-leed-

certi�cation/#comment-8673)

Thank you for the post on why a company should seek LEED certi�cation. I think going green

is a great way to start saving money, especially for companies. You can start a company off

strong making sure the bills and operating costs are low to begin with.
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